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Meet
Jacksonville

Part Hollywood, part 
history, and all fun, this 

Florida town is an  
ashes-to-riches story. 

By De va n St ua rt

Spirit  |  95

p
h

o
to

g
r

a
p

h
 b

y
 b

r
u

c
e 

Jo
n

es

At River’s Edge  
Development on the  
St. Johns River has 
brought crowds back to  
downtown Jacksonville.

A new nFL Fr A ncHise . The nation’s largest urban park system. An eye- 
popping skyline of modern skyscrapers. Jacksonville might seem like an 
overnight success, but the rise of this urban powerhouse was a century in 
the making.

After a catastrophe in the early 20th century nearly wiped the city from 
the map, Jacksonville made like a phoenix—not the city but the bird that 
rose from the ashes—to become a hub of architectural richness, Hollywood 
glamour, business savvy, military prowess, and enlightened government in 
the new south.

A cenTury Ago, a blaze dubbed the “great Fire of 1901” made for a literal 
rising-from-the-ashes story. with its entire downtown corridor destroyed 
in the span of one afternoon, Jacksonville became an interest to architects 
and builders across the country. Top architects, including new york’s famed 
Henry John Klutho, headed to Jacksonville and began rebuilding within 
weeks—upwards of 13,000 buildings plus piers, docks, shipyards, and termi-
nals by 1912. 

“investors, builders, and architects came from all over to get a piece of 
the action rebuilding Jacksonville,” says historian and author wayne wood. 
“with that influx came new architectural styles, modern construction tech-
niques, and lots of money. By 1913, Jacksonville’s glistening, modern skyline 
was the envy of the south.”

Today, its skyline pays homage to the past with architectural gems like the 
post-fire, Klutho-designed st. James Building, now home to city Hall; a smat-
tering of historic buildings-turned-upscale condominiums; and the st. John’s 
episcopal cathedral, a massive 1903–1906 neo-gothic structure adorned 
with stone gargoyles. Among them stand towering modern skyscrapers, such  
as the Modis Building. once downtown’s tallest, the Modis is perhaps its 
most recognizable thanks to bluish-green glass windows that mirror the sky. 



On a clear day, passing clouds reflected in 
the glass create the illusion of disappearing 
walls. evening brings a sparkling cityscape 
crowned by four illuminated triangular panels 
atop the Bank of america tower. Connecting 
the veins of downtown traffic are five of the 
town’s iconic seven bridges, each of which 
features a vibrant glow at nighttime. 

a modern skyline typically means one 
thing: thriving industry. the bankers arrived 
as early as 1877 (Barnett national Bank), fol-
lowed by the film industry in the early 1900s. 
take two!

Dow nTow n JAcK son v iLLe’s  renais-
sance helped attract the nation’s first film-
makers. Fed up with frigid temperatures that 
damaged film stock and dismayed starlets, 
silent filmmakers saw Jacksonville as a mod-
ern town with an array of locations: high-rise 
buildings, grand mansions, and low-rent row 
houses; pristine beaches; and picturesque 
farmland alongside jungle-like wooded 
areas. “everything but mountains,” they said. 
Best of all, northeast Florida’s year-round 
mild temperatures made for year-round pro-
duction. the town hosted the likes of Lionel 
and ethel Barrymore, Mary Pickford, Charlie 
Chaplin, and Oliver Hardy, a Georgia boy 
who came to Jacksonville in response to  
a classified ad seeking a “fat boy.” 

a century later, tourists, snowbirds, and 
the occasional modern-day filmmaker still 
flock to Jacksonville for the same reasons. 
northern dwellers winter in vacation homes 

along the beaches and into neighboring 
St. Johns County’s Ponte vedra Beach, where 
they can play the area’s numerous world-
class golf courses. Since 1999, more than 
50,000 acres of Jacksonville’s environmen-
tally sensitive lands, some of which once 
doubled as movie jungles, have become 
part of Preservation Project Jacksonville, a 
regional effort that protects the area’s natural 
treasures while providing access to them. 

By 1917 most of the movie companies left 
due to the election of a straight-laced anti-
film industry mayor and the emergence of 

Hollywood as the place to make movies.
But as the filmmakers left, the bankers 

gained strength: Jacksonville would become 
a major banking and insurance center, boast-
ing big names in the industries including 
Barnett national Bank, atlantic national 
Bank, Florida national Bank, and the afro-
american Insurance Co., the nation’s first 
black-owned insurance company founded  
in 1901 as the afro-american Industrial  
and Benevolent association. State legislation  
that favored the insurance industry later 
would attract insurance giants Prudential, 
Gulf Life, Independent Life, and american 
Heritage Life. 

today banking and insurance remain  
a strong presence. and Jacksonville is also 
becoming a hotspot for back-office and 
manufacturing operations, while remaining 
a player in the financial services and health 
industries. German-owned Deutsche Bank 
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recently chose Jacksonville for a 1,000-employee office, 
slated to open on the southside in late 2011. tokyo’s Pilot Pen 
Corp. announced in September it will move its trumbull, 
Connecticut, headquarters to Jacksonville, bringing $7.5 mil-
lion in capital investments. and Belgium-based Ion Beam 
applications, a world leader in the research, development, 
and installation of proton therapy systems for cancer treat-
ment, will base its american headquarters near Jacksonville’s 
university of Florida Proton therapy Institute, one of five in 
the united States.

But these industries pale in comparison to an even larger 
employer: uncle Sam.

A DeeP-wATer PorT  and strong military presence anchor 
Jacksonville’s economic development. Between 1940 and 
1942, Jacksonville became a military town, earning commis-
sions for three u.S. navy bases and an army training base. 
naval air Station Jacksonville is the nation’s third largest 
naval installation and home to the naval aviation Depot, the 
navy’s premier jet engine facility. naval Station Mayport, situ-
ated along the atlantic Ocean, is the continental u.S.’s third 
largest naval facility. and Camp Blanding, spanning nearly 
73,000 square acres in neighboring Clay County, is a primary 
national Guard, army, and army reserves training spot. 

today the military remains a major employer and eco-
nomic contributor. For example, Cecil Commerce Center, the 
former naS Cecil Field, is home to numerous aviation and 
logistics operations. alenia north america plans a $100 mil-
lion final assembly and delivery center for the C-27J Spartan 
cargo plane, and Bridgestone/Firestone north american tire 
LLC has completed its $44 million distribution center. 

a growing Jacksonville made a bold choice in the 1960s 
when the city and Duval County consolidated governments, 
one of the most pivotal moments in city history. Part of a 
nationwide wave of governmental reform, the consolidation 
streamlined government, improved schools, and reduced cor-
ruption and pollution. Consolidated cities across the united 
States model themselves after Jacksonville–Duval.

Post-consolidation Jacksonville brought the 1980s’ “Billion 
Dollar Decade,” so-named for the infusion of capital poured 
into the redevelopment of Jacksonville’s downtown core. For 
example, the city converted an aging, boarded-up train sta-
tion on the outskirts of downtown into a bustling convention 
center. the 1.2-mile Southbank riverwalk opened, offering 
scenic parks, restaurants, and retail outlets along the St. 
Johns river. Sunny days attract dozens of walkers and run-
ners to enjoy a waterfront workout. Families stroll over to the 
Jacksonville Maritime Museum and the Museum of Science 

Business meets Pleasure at Downtown Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront

There’s never been a better time to escape to Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront. Located along the North 
Riverwalk right in the middle of all the action.  You can take your pick of concerts, Broadway shows, plays, and kids 
activities from venues such as The Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, The Florida Theatre, The Times-Union 
Center for the Performing Arts, Ritz Theatre, Museum of Science & History, and Kids Kampus.  With sporting events 
at the Jacksonville Municipal Stadium and the Baseball Grounds, along with exciting entertainment at the Jacksonville 
Landing, there is something for everyone! All venues are within walking distance to the Hyatt. The hotel features 
a rooftop heated pool and whirlpool, a 24-hour Hyatt Stay Fit state-of-the-art fitness center; renovated Regency Club 
(concierge level); Express Check-In Kiosk and Express Check-Out; Hyatt Fast Board; Hertz Rental; complimentary 
wireless internet access in lobby and public areas. The hotel also boasts 110,000 square feet of flexible meeting 
space and the city’s largest ballroom (28,000 square feet in size) 30 individual meeting rooms; and hospitality suites 
with outdoors terraces overlooking the St. Johns River. Five restaurants: Trellises, Jaxx Sports Bar, Currents Lounge, 
Plaza III Steakhouse, and Einstein Bros. Bagels. Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront provides the perfect destination for 
that long overdue weekend getaway. Feel the Hyatt Touch.

For more information, call 904-588-1234
visit us at www.jacksonville.hyatt.com

225 East Coastline Drive 
Jacksonville, FL 32202

on The Town
hit these neighborhood 
hotspots:

Downtown
a smattering of bars and 
nightclubs, from the aver-
age bloke’s london bridge 
english pub and eatery to 
the Jacksonville landing’s 
south beach–styled twisted 
Martini; the Jacksonville 
symphony orchestra; and 
half a dozen museums and 
galleries devoted to art,  
history, and science.

san Marco
italian-inspired plaza 
featuring boutique shops, 
upscale eateries, and trendy 
nightspots. the san Marco 
theatre and theatre Jack-
sonville stage plays and 
offer first-run films in two 
of Jacksonville’s favorite 
historic structures.   

Five points
the edgier side of the other-
wise upper-crust riverside 
offering an array of kitschy 
fringe shops and bars, such 
as Midnight sun, which sells 
handmade gifts such as 
jewelry and clothing, and 
starlite café, known for its 
cajun salmon.  

beaches
enjoy a day in the sun fol-
lowed by a night of carous-
ing at dozens of beachfront 
bars, restaurants, and fes-
tival venues. try longtime 
favorite al’s pizza in a reno-
vated mechanic’s garage.

The Big Test Try  
the 17th hole at tPc  
sawgrass’ Players  
stadium course.



and History before enjoying lunch or dinner with a view at river City 
Brewing Company. upscale eateries ruth’s Chris Steak House, Mor-
ton’s of Chicago, and the Charthouse are just a block off the walkway 
near several hotels, such as the Wyndham Jacksonville riverwalk.

Most of all, the gravy-train ’80s set the stage for even bigger, defen-
sive linebacker–sized things to come.

ov er THe PA sT 15 ye A r s, Jacksonville has continued to make 
major strides forward, including landing the nFL’s 30th pro football 
franchise, the Jaguars, in 1993. newspaper headlines begged, “Jackson 
who?” But you can bet they stopped asking in 2005, when Jacksonville 
hosted Super Bowl XXXIX. On game days, hundreds of boaters dock  
at the nearby Metropolitan Park to enjoy some gridiron action. 

During the 1990s, the river City renaissance focused on urban 
renewal in the Lavilla district, then a crime-ridden strip of aging row 
houses and a dilapidated theatre that in decades prior had hosted 
some of the nation’s top black entertainers. and the new times-union 
Center for the Performing arts gives Jacksonville bragging rights to 
one of the nation’s top performance halls, acoustically speaking.

In 2000, voters accepted the Better Jacksonville Plan, a $2.5 billion 
investment in the city’s quality of life. In the years since, the river City 
has landed many new projects: the $130 million veterans Memorial 
arena, the $34 million Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville, an equestri-
an center, and numerous new or renovated public libraries including 
the $95 million main library downtown—Florida’s largest. now, well-
heeled patrons stroll the downtown walkways well into the evenings, 
dining at upscale eateries, dancing at hip nightclubs, and mingling at 
regular events like the First Wednesday art Walk. a century following 
its darkest hour, downtown Jacksonville continues its rise. 

Devan Stuart is a Florida-based writer and five-time Florida Press  
Association Award winner. She has also written for People magazine  
and the Chicago Sun-times.
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TPC.COM/2009PLAYERS   | 1-800-766-8058

#17, TPC Sawgrass, Home of THE PLAYERS Championship

TPC SAWGRASS
2009 THE PLAYERS ChampionshipGolf — 2 Rounds/2 Nights

1 round on PLAYERS Stadium Course
1 round on Dye’s Valley Course
2 nights accommodations 

$705* Weekly grounds ticket to THE PLAYERS
3 nights accommodations
Tickets to the World Golf Hall of Fame 

*Per person. Based upon double occupancy.

Starting at: Starting at:
$615*

YOU CAN PLAY AMAZING GOLF HERE. YOU CAN WATCH
AMAZING GOLF HERE. OR YOU CAN DO BOTH.

*To receive this special offer, reference offer code SWA09. *To receive this special offer, reference offer code PGQ450400.

Visit TPC.COM/2009PLAYERS or call 1-800-766-8058 for golf reservations, 2009 PLAYERS 
Championship packages and information about our nationwide TPC Network of destination, 
resort and private clubs.

PGAGolfProps.indd   1 1/7/09   11:52:10 AM

The Casa Marina has opened its 
Oceanfront Penthouse and Grand Salon 

Dining Room for select, daytime 
meetings with the convenience 

of wireless internet.

• Private Boardroom Meeting Space 
with a Panoramic View of the 
Ocean

• Grand Salon Dining Room offers 
our Chef ’s Signature Menus for 
Luncheons & Private 
Events/Dinners

Twenty-Three Ocean View 
Rooms and Parlor Suites

Contact Director of Catering
Beverly Davoli

(904) 270-0025
691 First Street North

Jacksonville, Florida 32250
bdavoli@casamarinahotel.com

Corporate Rate Available (Sun.-Thurs.) 
Competitive Weekend Rates Available

Historic Hotels
of America

NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Hit the High Notes  
the times-Union center  

for the Performing arts 
keeps audiences coming 

back for more.
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“W e meet a s Water meets water,” poet Ralph Waldo Emerson 
said. So it is in Jacksonville, dubbed the “River City by the Sea.” 
Diverse waterways—including beaches, saltwater marshes, and 
freshwater fishing holes—provide a common thread that links 
locals, from beach bums to downtown dwellers. 

Water-based recreational opportunities abound. In the summer, 
an obvious favorite is Jacksonville’s 22 miles of beaches. And in  
the spring, sailing enthusiasts prepare all year for annual events like 
the River City Regatta in March and May’s 42-mile Mug Race Regatta, 
the world’s longest river sailboat race, both of which are hosted by 
the Rudder Club (rudderclub.com). 

In the winter, surfers suit up even in the coolest months to ride 
the waves. And locals await the awe-inspiring return of endangered 
northern right whales, which migrate to the warm waters off  
Jacksonville, Ponte Vedra Beach, and St. Augustine during calving 
season—December, January, and February.

Wildlife lovers spend hours immersed in Northeast Florida’s salt 
marshes. Bird watchers love Timucuan Ecological and Historic  
Preserve (nps.gov/timu), particularly in April when the colorful 
painted bunting arrives to nest. Kayaking and canoeing allows  
for spotting a variety of coastal critters. “People on the waterways 
usually encounter dolphins and occasionally get to see manatees,” 
says Brian Loadholtz, chief of resource education at the Preserve. 
Watch the shore as you paddle past the coastal dunes and hard-
wood hammocks; now and then, the elusive bobcat appears. 

Dozens of boat launches offer access to freshwater fishing.  
Chartered services take both greenhorn and veteran anglers into 
the ocean to fish for saltwater catches. And if you’re visiting on  
business with little time to spare, enjoy a bit of the mighty St. Johns 
River with a lunchtime water-taxi ride between downtown spots on 
the S.S. Marine Taxi (jaxwatertaxi.com). Whether on the water or 
off, Jacksonville offer plenty of ways to play.

Spirit  |  101
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Sunset Sojourn
the peaceful waters of 

the timucuan ecological 
and historic Preserve on 

Fort george Island

Bright beaches, mellow marshes  

and sleepy river currents 

m e e t  J a c K s o n v I l l e
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Holistic Care  
Fabian’s research 
aims at prevention 
and treatment.

if people cared about them, they wouldn’t let 
the historic homes be wantonly destroyed. 

I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished: 
Riverside Avondale (riverside-avondale.com) 
is the largest historic district in the state, 
with a variety of architectural styles that are 
unequaled: Tudor, Prairie-style, Queen Anne, 
Mediterranean Revival, bungalow. These 
homes are part of our history. I’ve found that 
urban environment is every bit as fragile as 
the natural environment. It’s where we live.

For years, Jacksonville has been a place to 
drive through, not a place to drive to. We have 
an incredible quality of life here. It’s in a great 
location on the ocean, a moderate climate, 
beautiful river views, and a great sense  
of community. 

I  spent m y chIldhood  summers at my 
grandparents’ wonderful old house in Jack-
sonville’s Riverside neighborhood. When I 
moved to town in 1971 to practice optometry, 
local hospitals were expanding by leaps and 
bounds. They were buying up the adjacent 
properties and tearing down the fabulous 
historic homes.

Some friends and I were sitting around 
one night and thought, “Why don’t we see 
if there’s any interest in saving them,” and 
Riverside Avondale Preservation was born. 
We became the chamber of commerce for 
historic homes. We organized arts festivals, 
bicycle parades, concerts in the park, resto-
ration dinners, anything we could to build 
interest in the neighborhood. We knew that 

Live
Wayne Wood, 

author and 

founder of  

Riverside  

Avondale  

preservation, 

works to keep  

history alive.

M e e t  J a c k s o n v i l l e

Art With Roots  
Jacksonville residents will think of u.S. 
rep. tillie Fowler every time they pass a 
stylized oak-tree sculpture on the banks  
of the St. Johns river—the newest jewel  
in the city’s collection of public art. 

When Fowler died suddenly in 2005, 
the city wanted to honor the pioneering 
local and national political leader known 
as the “Steel Magnolia.” “Not only was she 
nationally and internationally prominent, 
she was truly part of the fabric of the com-
munity,” says amy Crane, Cultural Council 
deputy director. after a stint as Jackson-
ville’s first female city council president 
from 1982 to 1985, Fowler served four 
terms in the u.S. house of representa-
tives. as Vice Chairwoman of the house 
republican Conference, she was the  
highest-ranking woman in Congress  
when she retired in 2000.

the Cultural Council of greater Jack-
sonville commissioned renowned artist 
brower hatcher to create the 16-foot-tall 
memorial, slated to be installed early 
this year. a signature of the Jacksonville 
landscape, the oak tree was referenced 
in Fowler’s eulogy by the rev. barnum 
McCarty, who said, “She may have been 
known as a ‘Steel Magnolia,’ but to me she 
was a mighty oak.”

Since 1997, the art in public places 
program has woven the community’s 
strong sense of history, spirituality, and 
appreciation for nature into a landscape 
of artwork—and the sculptures are hard 
to miss. For example, “talking Conti-
nents”—six kneeling, glowing figures atop 

30-foot poles—greets concert-goers at 
the Jacksonville Veterans Memorial arena, 
and “rookie Card,” a gigantic aluminum 
baseball player, batters up outside the 
baseball grounds of Jacksonville, home of 
the Jacksonville Suns. the sculptures are 
made possible by an ordinance that allo-
cates three-quarters of a percent of each 
construction project with a budget of over 
$100,000 toward the program. It may not 
sound like much, but it’s generated over 
$3 million for the arts.

Lights, Camera, Jacksonville!
In the early 1900s, New york City–based 
film producers seeking a milder climate 
and more exotic locations headed south to 
Jacksonville. by 1908, the city had its first 
permanent motion picture studio and was 
on its way to earning the title “the Winter 
Film Capital of the World.” 

during its two decades in the spotlight, 
Jacksonville was home to more than 
30 silent film studios, including Metro 
pictures, which eventually became part 
of Metro-goldwyn-Mayer. the first tech-
nicolor movie and first feature-length 
color film produced in the united States 
were shot here, as were oliver hardy’s 
big-screen debut (1913’s Outwitting Dad-
dy) and portions of 1954’s Creature From 
the Black Lagoon.

today, the river City continues to play 
a role in the film industry with movies 
such as G.I. Jane, Lonely Hearts, and hbo’s 
emmy award-winning Recount, shot 
primarily in the Jacksonville area. that’s 
a wrap!

On the Streets and on the Screen

Prairie-Style 
Wood is proud 
of his Riverside 
avenue home.
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Art in the Garden “sea 
of the earrings, ’08” 
sits outside the 
cummer Museum.
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dr. nancy price 

mendenhall 

directs the 

University of 

Florida proton 

therapy  

Institute, one  

of five centers 

in the United 

states.
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New Options 
Proton therapy is 
especially effective 
when treating cancer 
in children.

University of Florida and local medical 
resources; and accessibility, since 80 per-
cent of our patients aren’t from Jackson-
ville. It’s also a great place for faculty and 
staff to live, work, and raise families. 

Since opening in 2006, we’ve treated 
patients from all 50 states, Europe and 
South America. One of only five such facili-
ties in the country, the institute focuses on 
prostate cancer, pediatric malignancies, 
head and neck cancer, sarcomas, and lym-
phomas. It sees an average of 115 patients 
per day. (floridaproton.org)

I ’v e WoR k ed  in radiation oncology since 
1981 and knew about the role of proton 
therapy in a few rare tumors. Most radiation 
therapy uses an external beam of X-rays, 
which passes through the patient like a  
bullet leaving a track of damage. In con-
trast, protons can be programmed to stop 
in the cancer. Less radiation to normal tis-
sues means fewer complications. We also 
have the potential to increase radiation 
doses and possibly increase cure rates.

Jacksonville was chosen for its pro-
gressive city leadership; proximity to the 

Work
M e e t  J a c k s o n v i l l e

Prescription: Sunshine
known as “america’s health Center,” Jacksonville 
offers a full spectrum of care at first-rate facili-
ties. patients receive general and specialty care 
at Shands Jacksonville, and at facilities of St. Vin-
cent’s healthCare and baptist health. Wolfson 
Children’s hospital, part of the baptist network, 
and the Nemours Children’s Clinic offer services 
tailored to children’s physical and emotional 
needs. and tertiary-care clinics such as the Mayo 
Clinic, brooks rehabilitation facilities, Memorial 
hospital, and the university of Florida proton 
therapy Institute (see page 104) offer cutting-
edge treatments for cancer, stroke, and brain and 
spinal cord injuries, as well as transplant care. the 
facilities’ collaborative approach means a patient 
can work with physicians from several centers, 
says Mayo representative Cynthia Nelson.

patients come to Jacksonville from across the 
country for care; those undergoing long-term 
treatment such as rehab or chemotherapy often 
stay in town for many months. Soaking up the 
Florida sunshine while building lifelong friend-
ships helps speed their recovery time.

Up, Up, and Away
ever since local pilot laurie yonge offered plane 
rides at the beach for $5 in 1923, Jacksonville’s 
aviation industry has taken off. the commission-
ing of Naval air Station Jacksonville in 1940 and 
Naval air Station Cecil Field in 1941 established 
the city in the aviation community and contrib-
uted to its strength in aviation manufacturing, 
transportation, engineering, and education.

Future pilots, technicians, and administra-
tors can get an associate degree or certificate at 
Florida Community College at Jacksonville’s Cecil 
Center South–aviation Center of excellence, or a 
bachelor’s degree in university of North Florida’s 
program in transportation and logistics. Jackson-
ville also boasts boeing and Northrop grumman 
facilities, as well as the headquarters for unison 
Industries, which designs and makes aircraft 
components. the Jacksonville aviation authority 
oversees a four-airport system including Cecil 
Field, decommissioned by the Navy in 1999, and 
the Jacksonville International airport, which 
transported 6 million passengers in 2007.ph
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Thriving Industries
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todd Jones, 

head instructor  

of the tour 

Academy at 

tpc sawgrass, 

invites you  

to train like  

a pGA champ.

Top of the Class  
Jones is one of 
Florida’s premier 
golf instructors.

evaluation and analysis. Here, golfers can 
train like the pros with head instructor Todd 
Jones. It’s the kind of training that typically 
has only been available to PGA Tour players.

In nearby St. Augustine, the World Golf Vil-
lage gives visitors a chance to play two great 
courses and explore the history of golf at the 
World Golf Hall of Fame (wgv.com).

“But Jacksonville lends itself to playing and 
not just golf,” Jones says. He recommends 
spending the day at Jacksonville Beach, 
visiting St. Augustine, or driving in town for 
dinner at Layla’s of San Marco and a show at 
Theatre Jacksonville.

ponte v edR A Be Ach  is home to the PGA 
Tour (pgatour.com) and the crown jewel of 
the TPC network, the Players Stadium Course 
at TPC Sawgrass (tpc.com), which hosts the 
Players Championship in May. The course 
is consistently named one of the best in the 
world, and its signature 17th hole with its 
island green is one of the most challenging 
in all of golf. Its new 77,000-square-foot club-
house offers free tours that cover the history 
of the course and the tournament.

The Tour Academy at TPC Sawgrass uses a 
unique combination of interactive technolo-
gies and expert instruction for incomparable 
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Play To the Tee
the World golf hall of Fame, located 20 minutes 
south of Jacksonville in St. augustine, is a must-see 
for fans, with historic items (the famed trophy tow-
er), golfers’ personal memorabilia (Jack Nicklaus’ 
golf ball from the 1972 u.S. open), and interactive 
experiences (putting on an old-fashioned green). 
Championship courses abound in the area, includ-
ing those at ponte Vedra Inn and Club, St. Johns golf 
and Country Club, the golf clubs at North and South 
hampton, and two courses at the World golf Vil-
lage, the Slammer and Squire and the king and bear.

Pigskin Paradise
If you dream of catching gridiron glory live, come to 
Jacksonville in the fall, when the NFl’s Jaguars hit 
the turf on any given Sunday at Jacksonville Munici-
pal Stadium. the river City also hosts two college 
football events: the konica Minolta gator bowl, one 
of the oldest NCaa bowl games; and the Florida-
georgia Football Classic, one of the most heated 
college rivalries. Football fever might be in the 
water: NFl stars “bullet” bob hayes, Jack young-
blood, harold Carmichael, and brian dawkins were 
born in Jacksonville, and Florida gators quarterback  
and heisman trophy winner tim tebow played  
for Nease high School in ponte Vedra beach.

Sweet Home Jacksonville
don’t be surprised if you hear “Freebird!” yelled out 
when there’s live music in town—regardless of the 
genre. Jacksonville, after all, is the home of lynyrd 
Skynyrd. Formed in 1965 while they were students 
at robert e. lee high School, Skynyrd soared to 
prominence in the ’70s, with smash hits like “Sweet 
home alabama” and “Freebird.” the rock and roll 
hall of Fame inductees are still recognized for their 
revolutionary sound and influence on other Jack-
sonville bands including .38 Special, blackfoot, and 
Molly hatchet. Current Skynyrd lead singer Johnny 
Van Zant and the boys are still touring today.

Surf and Turf
Jacksonville has the largest urban park system 
in the country, with some 300 sites and more 
than 80,000 acres of parks. Not surprisingly, the 
city’s most popular outdoor recreational activi-
ties involve water, with the atlantic ocean, the St. 
Johns river, and the Intracoastal Waterway easily 
accessible and temperate winters allowing for year-
round activity. but let’s not forget the beach. Surf-
ers will find plenty of waves, especially around the 
Jacksonville beach pier.

Fairways, Football, 
Freebird, and Forests

ph
o

to
g

r
a

ph
y 

C
o

u
rt

eS
y 

o
F 

W
o

r
ld

 g
o

lF
 h

a
ll

 o
F 

Fa
M

e



Be an 
escape artist.

Escape Artists know they don’t need to go far for a great vacation. Escape Artists love when it’s 75 degrees  

       in March. Or that they can shop at boutiques ‘till they drop. Escape Artists know they can get a weekend away at a Five Star   

                   hotel without paying a fortune. And they can build sandcastles with the kids by day, then enjoy a gourmet dinner at a   

                                 bistro at night. That’s why Escape Artists make their get-away to the one place that has it all––Jacksonville. 

Learn  how at  vis i t jacksonvi l le .com

partner ad partner ad

partner ad partner ad

Please return your spirit to an upright position. It’s easy in our sparkling river city by the sea, with miles of broad 

beaches, a wealth of world-class golf and many other attractions. Be sure to log on to VisitJacksonville.com for a huge range of 

leisure value packages available at tremendous savings every season of the year. To book your next vacation, go online to 

VisitJacksonville.com or call us at 800-733-2668.

Book  now  a t  vis i t jacksonvi l le .com

    Escape Artists make their get-away to Jacksonville. 
Hotel packages starting as low as

$59 a night!

The Ultimate Pet Boarding Experience

(*Coming Soon)
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Ocean View Post up 
at the Casa Marina’s 
open-air Penthouse 
Lounge and order 
from the martini 
and tapas menus.

Qua int histor ic inn  or panoramic ocean-
front property? Guests of Casa Marina Hotel and 
Restaurant in Jacksonville Beach get the best  
of both worlds. Listed on the National Register  
of Historic Places, this 1925 Mediterranean 
Revival–style lodging is the only remaining hotel 
from the beach’s glory days in the ’20s. Today 
its 25 individually decorated guest rooms and 
parlor suites reflect the different eras of its his-
tory. On the contemporary side, guests can order 
“new beach cuisine,” such as Grouper Heming-
way, at the fine dining restaurant, and designer 
martinis, such as the Caribbean Cosmo, at the 

Penthouse Lounge, with the Atlantic Ocean  
in the background.

In its more than 80 years, the Casa Marina 
has hosted the rich, the famous, and the infa-
mous, including Humphrey Bogart, the Duke 
and Duchess of Windsor, Jean Harlow, and Al 
Capone. These days guests feel as if they’re get-
ting celebrity treatment with al fresco breakfasts 
on the veranda, cool cocktails in the oceanfront 
courtyard, live music under the stars, a private 
walkway to the beach, and some of the  
comfiest beds in town. Rooms from $139.  
(casamarinahotel.com)

Bogie and capone’s casa 

is your casa.

The CyberKnife Radiosurgery System uses 

patented, state-of-the-art technology to 

painlessly treat tumors anywhere in the 

body with unprecedented precision. As the 

world’s most innovative radiosurgery device, 

the CyberKnife System uses image guidance 

programs and computer controlled robotics 

to continuously track, detect and correct 

tumor and patient movement throughout 

the treatment.

Now CyberKnife 
Technology is available. Advantages of 

the CyberKnife 
system include:

 • Treats tumors anywhere in 
the body

 • Delivers treatments with 
sub-millimeter accuracy

 • An option for inoperable or 
surgically complex tumors

 • Successfully treats patients in 
single or multiple sessions

 • Patient-centric design provides 
a relaxed experience

 • Allows for the flexible scheduling 
 of treatments

memorialhospital
3625 University Blvd South
Jacksonville, Florida 32216

904-391-1100

A whole 
new meaning 
to

MemorialHospital.indd   1 1/5/09   3:26:59 PM
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hotel, 
sweet hotel
check out these favorites 
in northeast florida.

One Ocean  
Resort and Spa
Docents welcome you 
at your car at this atlan-
tic Beach resort. then 
they escort you to your 
room, and even unpack 
your bags. for dinner, 
there’s seafood risotto 
at the hotel’s restaurant 
azuréa, and for fido, 
there’s “haute pet cui-
sine.” Rooms from $159. 
oneoceanresort.com

Hyatt Regency  
Jacksonville  
Riverfront
there’s nothing like being 
in the middle of the 
action, and that’s where 
you’ll be at the down-
town hyatt, adjacent to 
the Jacksonville Landing 
and the times union 
center for the perform-
ing arts, within minutes 
of beaches and shopping. 
Rooms from $84.  
jacksonville.hyatt.com

The Ritz-Carlton, 
Amelia Island
highlights of this pre-
mier 444-room resort 
that’s just 30 minutes 
from Jacksonville inter-
national airport include 
a world-class salon and 
spa, a championship golf 
course, and a renowned 
oceanfront restaurant 
salt. Rooms from $199. 
ritzcarlton.com

Ponte Vedra Inn  
and Club
the well-heeled have 
descended on ponte 
Vedra Beach, just 20 
miles southeast of Jack-
sonville, since the 1920s, 
and their resort of choice 
is the ponte Vedra inn 
and club, with a recently 
renovated spa and 36 
holes of golf. Rooms from 
$240. pvresorts.com
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Eat
Water, water everywhere and 

great seafood to eat

Bet W een the Atl A ntic Oce A n,  the  
St. Johns River, and the Intracoastal Waterway, 
Jacksonville has more water than you can shake 
a fishing pole at. That’s great news for seafood 
lovers, who can find aquatic entrees on the 
menu at practically every restaurant in town.

Orsay (restaurantorsay.com) boasts inspired 
dishes like Maine lobster pot pie and sea scallop 
tartare. The high-end contemporary bistro in 
Avondale also has a raw bar featuring three  
varieties of oysters.

Ragtime Tavern (ragtimetavern.com) puts 
a Cajun spin on seafood with signature dishes 
like blackened flounder topped with barbecued 
oysters, and shrimp and Parmesan cheese grits. 

Note to Yankees: It tastes way better than it 
sounds. The Atlantic Beach eatery brews its own 
award-winning beers on-site and jams  
to live music Wednesday through Sunday.

Situated on Julington Creek, the ultra-rustic 
Clark’s Fish Camp (clarksfishcamp.com) special-
izes in flounder, catfish, and grouper entrees 
served charbroiled, or blackened. The former 
bait shop also boasts more exotic fare like kan-
garoo, snake, and ostrich and the most unusual 
décor in town—unless you’re used to dining 
while surrounded by stuffed leopards, baboons, 
bears, and lions. And Clark’s fried dill pick-
les—“excitingly different,” says the menu—are a 
must. Trust us.

For land  
lubbers
not a fish fan? you can 
still feast.

The Capital Grille
personal wine lock-
ers, leather chairs, 
and mahogany panel-
ing make it feel like a 
private club, but the 
smell of a sizzling Kona-
crusted, dry-aged sirloin 
assures diners it’s the 
place for steak.  
thecapitalgrille.com

Bistro Aix
reminiscent of a bus-
tling bistro in the south 
of france, this stylish 
restaurant in the san 
Marco neighborhood 
attracts Vips and com-
mon folk alike for its 
seasonal Mediterranean- 
and french-inspired  
cuisine. bistrox.com

Chew Restaurant
upscale comfort food 
is the order of the day 
at downtown’s trendi-
est eatery with lunch 
offerings like the fried-
green-tomato BLt, the 
ham and brie sandwich, 
and short-rib sliders. 
chewrestaurant.com

Matthew’s
impeccable service, 
creative cuisine, and an 
extensive wine list make 
chef Matthew Medure’s 
unique, chic and elegant 
eatery the “it” spot for 
special-occasion dining 
in Jacksonville. matthews 
restaurant.com

Pastiche
Ladies who lunch favor 
this ortega neighbor-
hood restaurant known 
for “southern comfort 
with a french flair.” 
friendly service, patio 
seating, and creamy 
crab bisque make it 
popular with everyone 
else. mypastiche.com

Tasty Cakes  
Ragtime’s crab cakes 

with remoulade sauce 
update a classic with zip.

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida
Oceanfront. Just 20 minutes from Jacksonville

800.234.7842  www.pvresorts.com

The Atlantic Ocean serves as the dramatic 
backdrop for the AAA Five–Diamond
rated Ponte Vedra Inn & Club. 250 
luxurious rooms and suites, beach, golf, 
tennis, fitness, spa, fine dining, shopping 
and award-winning hospitality since 1928. 
Attractive rates and packages are available.

good things, small packages

PonteVedra.indd   1 1/6/09   2:15:08 PM
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